RECKONING WITH
NUMBER

o This book provides a focus on numbers
and number words as a cognitive
technology and cultural invention.

¢ Consideration is also given to the rare
phenomenon of ‘anumeric’ languages,
or languages without number words.

o This conceptual framing is examined
and anumeric languages subsequently
redefined as those languages without
quantitative or counting numbers.

e Unique to this book is the distinction
made between qualitative and
quantitative number, and its finding
that the Yolnu languages of northeast
Arnhem Land have only qualitative

expressions for quantities and number.

Howard Amery is a language researcher, lexicographer and community educator who has
worked alongside and in partnership with Yolgu people in northeast Arnhem Land for more
than 35 years. His unique insights reflect a commitment to dialogue and to walking together
with Yolgu people and with other Indigenous first language speakers at the lingual frontier.
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