Remembering the Armenian Genocide

On the 25th of April Australia remembers the ANZACs and their sacrifice at Gallipoliin
the First World War. On the 24th of April, one day before ANZAC Day, Armenians
remember the martyrs of their nation, victims of a Genocide that was fuelled by political
and cultural hatred.

Armenians also remember the ANZAC soldiers who saw the injustice that they were
suffering and stopped to help them. The ANZACs created the first relief for the victims of
the Armenian Genocide and provided them with the much needed medical care, and in
many instances, keeping them safe from the hands of the Turkish soldiers.

God of remembrance,

help us this day to remember the sacrifice of the first ANZACs at Gallipoli.

In your hands are the destinies of this and every nation.

We give you thanks for the freedoms we enjoy in this land

and for those who lost their lives to defend them.

We pray that we and all the people of Australia,

gratefully remembering their courage,

may have the grace to live in a spirit of justice, of generosity, and of peace.

We pray that people around the world,

remembering their sacrifice in providing aid to a people being massacred,

may have the compassion to reach out to those in need. God of love and grace,

we praise you

for all those who stood firm in their Christian faith in the face of persecution, exile and
death;

for all those who endured the Armenian Genocide. Hear our voice as we pray

for all those Armenian men, women and children who were deported, driven in death
marches, and massacred mercilessly;

for allthose who continue to trample on truth, justice and human rights. We pray
that this nation may not perish but prosper under your care;

that you may uproot from our hearts every trace of hatred and the spirit of vengeance;
that those who are the descendants of those noble martyrs may have a deep sense of
gratitude and a deep sense of responsibility. Grant that

we may value the freedom and security we are privileged to enjoy in this beautiful
country;

that your power of resurrection may inspire us to live as a righteous people

prepared for every good work;

that we may be a compassionate, forgiving and loving people. Amen.



