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Narrative

Hiroshima Day commemorates 6 August 1945, the day when an atomic 

bomb was dropped on the Japanese city of  Hiroshima, followed a few days 

later by one dropped on Nagasaki.

The bombings effectively ended World War II by bringing about the 

surrender of  Japan, but at a terrible price:  the two cities were destroyed, 

and casualties, mostly civilians, were estimated at around 200,000, with 

many more people dying later from injuries and illness.

We gather to stand in solidarity with the living Japanese victims, some of  

whom still suffer from the injuries sustained in those two acts of  

destructive force, which may have ended the war in the Pacific.

We now confess that those acts of  violence also had lasting consequences 

for all the residents of  those two cities.  Since then, wars have continued in 

and between many nations, and Hiroshima Day has become a day of  prayer 

for world peace. The day is now observed in Japan, and many other 

countries.
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Blessed is our God, now and unto the end of the ages

Blessed is our God, who grants us peace and is the source of all peace.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of 

God.
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Gathering reflection

Loving God, you create and sustain all that is good and beautiful: 

you give life to the earth and all living things.

You have called us to wholeness and to fullness of life,

but, as we gather here, we are conscious of our brokenness.

We have heard the cries for justice and peace 

from all the corners of the earth,

we are moved by the tears, 

the pain 

and the agonies of millions around the world.

We sense the dark clouds of war in many countries.
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DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Χ

Despite decades of efforts to achieve disarmament, 

weapons of war are still being produced in even greater quantities:

the international arms race is expanding,

it knows no boundaries

and our own country is complicit.

The use of our taxes supports and encourages local arms producers;

they develop new weapons of war and sell them to the highest bidder

without adequate scrutiny of human rights in the customer nations.
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DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Χ

Too many countries still refuse to sign international agreements 

to ban the production of nuclear weapons,

and Australia is one of them.

We say it is time for Australia 

to develop an independent policy on arms control, 

to reject the unlimited manufacture and distribution of weapons,

and to ratify the UN Treaty to Ban Nuclear Weapons.
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Confession

God, the keeper of the atoms and stars:

you made us collaborators in creation,

but we have pilfered the secrets of ordered existence

and justified their immoral use in the name of security and peace.

We could say then that we didn't know the consequences.

Now we do know, but we are complacent and silent.

Lord, have mercy.
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/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ Χ

We have abused the glue of the universe.

We have made and distributed weapons of mass destruction

instead of rejecting their use for evil.

Fear and presumption have driven us

to be ready to annihilate untold lives 

and make areas of the earth uninhabitable.

Christ, have mercy.
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/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ Χ

Open our eyes to see how small and fragile the planet is,

how the destruction of any human being diminishes all.

Heal the wounds opened with the destruction of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki,

mend the fabric of the human family.

Will in us never to repeat this evil.

Lord, have mercy.
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Words of forgiveness
Through the cross of Christ

God have mercy on you,

pardon you

and set you free.

Know that you are forgiven

and be at peace.

God strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in life eternal

Amen
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Poem

tǳǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ

and like a treasure hold it;

protect it like a candle flame, 

with tenderness enfold it.

tǳǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

with loving expectation;

be gentle in your words and ways,

ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ

Give thanks for strong yet tender hands,

held out in trust and blessing.

Where words fall short, let hands speak out,

the heights of love expressing.
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Poem
tǳǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΩǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΤ

in love make peace, give peace a chance

and share it like a treasure.

Reach out in friendship, stay with faith

in touch with those around you.

tǳǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΤ

the peace which sought and found you.

(Fred Kaan)



Wednesdays with Wellspring Wednesday, 7 April 2021

Prophet Mohammed:The earth is 
made a place for our prayers for 
peace, and its soil is made to purify 
us. 

Pope Francis again
Grant us peace, teach us 
peace; guide our steps in the 
way of peace. Open our eyes 
and hearts to give us the 
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άbŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
war! Inspire us to take 
concrete steps to achieve 

ǇŜŀŎŜέ

Pope Francis on Nuclear Weapons:  Weapons of mass destruction, 
particularly nuclear weapons, create nothing but a false sense of 
security. We must listen to the voices of survivors of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, together with other victims of nuclear testing. May their 
prophetic voice serve as a warning for coming generations.

We listen to the 
voices of wise 
women and men

Helen Keller:  Strike against war, for without you no battles can be 
fought! Strike against manufacturing shrapnel and gas bombs and all 
other tools of murder! Strike against preparedness that means death 
and misery to millions of human beings! Be not dumb, obedient slaves 
in an army of destruction! Be heroes in an army of construction!

Mother Teresa
If we have no 
peace, it is 
because we have 
forgotten that we 
belong to each 
other.

Reinhold Neibuhr
God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 
courage to change the things I can, 
and wisdom to know the difference.Mairead Corrigan-Maguire,Nobel Peace Prize(1976)

We frail humans are at the one time capable of the 
greatest good, and the greatest evil. To change we must 
be more forgiving compassionate loving and above all 
else joyful.

ICAN Prayer: May the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
lead to greater disarmament and peace for the whole of humankind.

Jimmy Carter, former US President
We cannot be both the world's 
champion of peace and the 
world's leading supplier of the 
weapons of war.

John F Kennedy
Human beings must put an end to 
war, or war will be the end of 
humanity; war will exist until the 
day when the conscientious 
objector enjoys the same 
reputation and prestige as the 
warrior does today.
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Intercessions
We pray for those suffering war, violence and terror 
throughout the world.

God of peace, grant us your peace.

For children who are sexually exploited and those 
recruited for war, taught to hate others, or forced to wear 
explosive vests as suicide bombers.

God of peace, grant us your peace.

For all who inflict hatred and violence on others, and for 
those who make and encourage war.  May their hearts be 
moved to seek justice and harmony.

God of peace, grant us your peace.
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LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Χ
For the plight of indigenous people throughout the world, 
remembering especially the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people of Australia, many of whom suffered in the 
testing on nuclear weapons on their traditional lands.

God of peace, grant them justice.

For those who seek asylum and refuge from violence and 
persecution, especially those who are still detained by our 
government on Nauru and Manus Island, or in detention 
in our cities.

God of peace, grant them your peace and our generosity.



Wednesdays with Wellspring Wednesday, 7 April 2021 16

LƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Χ
For our politicians and government officials who support 
the manufacture of weapons of war for indiscriminate sale 
to military forces in war-torn countries, perpetuating the 
violence and killing of civilians.

God of peace, grant a desire for an end to the production 
of armaments.

We pray for all who agitate for peace and justice, and we 
pray that rulers and governments may lead all people to 
respect the earth and seek a just use of its resources.

God of peace, may your Kingdom come. Amen
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ISAIAH 51-1-6

ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ

and who seek the Lord:

Look to the rock from which you were cut

and to the quarry from which you were hewn;

look to Abraham, your father,

and to Sarah, who gave you birth.

ά²ƘŜƴ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΣ

and I blessed him and made him many.

The Lord will surely comfort Zion

and will look with compassion on all her ruins;

he will make her deserts like Eden,

her wastelands like the garden of the Lord.

Joy and gladness will be found in her,

thanksgiving and the sound of singing.
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ISAIAH 51-1-сΧ

ά[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ

hear me, my nation:

instruction will go out from me;

my justice will become a light to the nations.

My righteousness draws near speedily,

my salvation is on the way,

and my arm will bring justice to the nations.

The islands will look to me

and wait in hope for my arm.

Lift up your eyes to the heavens,

look at the earth beneath;

the heavens will vanish like smoke,

the earth will wear out like a garment

and its inhabitants die like flies.

But my salvation will last forever,

Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƛƭΦέ
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MATTHEW 5.2-12

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘΦ

�Z���o���•�•���������Œ�����š�Z�����u�����l�U���(�}�Œ���š�Z���Ç���Á�]�o�o���]�v�Z���Œ�]�š���š�Z���������Œ�š�Z�X

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ 

they will be filled.

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΦ

�Z���o���•�•���������Œ�����š�Z�����‰�µ�Œ�����]�v���Z�����Œ�š�U���(�}�Œ���š�Z���Ç���Á�]�o�o���•�������'�}���X

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ 

for they will be called children of God.

Ψ.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΣ 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

�Z���o���•�•���������Œ�����Ç�}�µ���Á�Z���v���‰���}�‰�o�����Œ���À�]�o�����Ç�}�µ�����v�����‰���Œ�•�����µ�š�����Ç�}�µ�����v����
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 

be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

�š�Z���Ç���‰���Œ�•�����µ�š�������š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�Z���š�•���Á�Z�}���Á���Œ���������(�}�Œ�����Ç�}�µ�X�[


