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                    A Fijian Bible Study

A new book of weekly Bible Studies in Fijian based on the Revised Common Lectionary by Rev Dr Iliesa Jovili Meo
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In May 2023, the Fiji Parish at Canterbury Uniting Church in Sydney launched a new publication for Fijian Bible study. Now, minister, theologian and author Rev Dr Iliesa Jovili Meo has written an additional volume exploring the texts in Year B of the Revised Common Lectionary. He is working on the third and final edition, covering Year C, which is anticipated to be available by Advent this year.









“The secret is to pause for a few minutes each day and open our hearts and minds to reading and meditating on the Words of God,” says Rev Dr Jovili Meo
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The books contain advice on how to study the Bible, an introduction to the books of the Bible and a 4-page reflection for each week of the Lectionary. Reflecting on this work over many years, Rev Dr Meo shared how he first began compiling the Bible Studies in 2002 to support Fijians worshipping in Chadstone, Melbourne. His aim was to both support people to understand the Christian faith in Fijian and to help maintain the Fijian ethos, language, culture and identity amidst other prevailing and dominant cultures.

His work soon became much valued for Fijians in Australia, New Zealand and other parts of the world. 

“No longer do we sit under the coconut trees and enjoy the sea breeze but we are in a new environment,” reflects Rev Dr Meo. “The fumes of vehicles and the busy lives dictated by the business of the day. The secret is to pause for a few minutes each day and open our hearts and minds to reading and meditating on the Words of God.”

“Readings are arranged so that a reader or meditator by following the events of the Christian year, completes the whole Bible each year. There are many resources in the English language and one can use these as complementary readings.”

In her foreword to the Year A Bible study, Uniting Church President Rev Sharon Hollis wrote: “It is my prayer that all who read and engage with this Fijian Bible Study may find their faith deepened and strengthened and be inspired to bear witness to the love of Christ. I also pray that it may inspire others to share their scholarship and wisdom in languages other than English for the enrichment of the whole.”

To find out more and to purchase copies of the book, contact Laisiasa Seduadua on email: laiseduadua@gmail.com.
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Pictured above: Rev Dr Jovili Meo and his wife Lisa Meo with the published book for Year B. 











Related news


Fijian Bible Study - Year B now available
A Fijian Bible Study A new book of weekly Bible Studies in Fijian based on the Revised Common Lectionary by Rev Dr Iliesa Jovili MeoIn May 2023, the Fiji Parish at Canterbury Uniting Church in Sydney launched a new publication for Fijian Bible study. Now, minister, theologian and author Rev Dr Iliesa Jovili Meo has…








New Circle Advocate
New Advocate for Being a Multicultural Church The Assembly is pleased to announce that Rev Dr Paul Goh is stepping in as interim Advocate for the Being a Multicultural Church Circle until the 17th Assembly.“I am delighted that Paul has stepped into the role of Advocate for the Being a Multicultural Church Circle and look forward…








Reflections on the Pacific Household of Faith
Reflections on the Pacific Household of FaithA report from the 12th General Assembly of the Pacific Conference of ChurchesBy Rev Lindsay Cullen, Assembly Associate General SecretaryFrom 16-23 November I had the privilege of attending the 12th Assembly of the Pacific Conference of Churches in Nouméa, New Caledonia. This meeting involved delegates from around 30 member…








Prayers for South Korea
Prayers for South KoreaAlmost 50 people have died and thousands have been displaced by flooding and landslides in one of South Korea’s worst monsoon seasons. Rev Myung Hwa Park, Chair of the Uniting Church Korean National Conference has offered a prayer in English and Indonesian. Download as a PDF.Subscribe to our newsletterIf you want to get…








What does innovation look like?
What does Innovation look like?Assembly Associate General Secretary Rev Lindsay Cullen reports back from the Tongan National Conference and gaming convention OmegaConBy Rev Lindsay Cullen, Assembly Associate General SecretaryOver the past two weekends, I’ve attended two events which couldn’t look more different in some ways, but both of which got me thinking about innovation and…








Fijian Bible Study
A Fijian Bible Study A new book of weekly Bible Studies in Fijian based on the Revised Common Lectionary by Rev Dr Iliesa Jovili MeoA new publication containing detailed Bible Studies for the weekly Lectionary readings written in Fijian has been launched this week. The text is the work of respected Uniting Church Fijian minister…








Remembering the Armenian Genocide
April 24 marks the 108th anniversary of the Armenian genocide. The Uniting Church in Australia formally acknowledged the Armenian Genocide at its 14th Assembly meeting in 2015. We share this prayer from Uniting Church Pastor Levon Kardashian who is the grandson of a survivor.   Subscribe to our newsletterIf you want to get the latest news…








Together Yes
 Together, Yes Become a host for a conversation about what it means to enshrine an Indigenous Voice in our constitution.  The upcoming referendum is a historic opportunity for Australians to acknowledge and honour First Nations people in this land and to walk together as a nation toward a better future. Uniting Church people have an…




















                

            
                    
                
                    Churches called to act for refugees in response to Migration Bill

How you can participate in the Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce's response to impending legislation
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In the last sitting days of Federal Parliament in March, the Labor Government attempted to push through changes to Australia’s migration laws. Advocates for the rights of refugees and asylum seekers have expressed grave concern for this legislation because it vastly increases the power of Government to punish asylum seekers living in Australia and prevent asylum seekers coming here from abroad. At a time of increasing conflict globally, the need to love and accept our suffering neighbours has never been more important.

The Bill passed the House of Representatives but has been paused at the Senate pending an Inquiry. The Australian Church Refugee Taskforce, of which the Uniting Church Assembly is a member, has produced a briefing note for Church members and wider community members to better understand the proposed Bill.

The brief also includes a call to action. There are various way to respond to the new laws.

1. Making a Submission to the Committee on the Senate Inquiry and uploading it online through the platform accessible here.

2. Letter to the Minister
You can write a firm but respectful letter to your Federal MP and the Minister for Immigration opposing the proposed Bill:
The Hon Andrew Giles MP
Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

You can find the contact details of Senators and Federal MPs using this search tool: Senators and Members - Parliament of Australia

3. Email your Senator with guide from the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) here.
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read the briefing paper
[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]












                

            
                    
                
                    












April 10, 2024









In 2022, the 16th Assembly resolved “A call to action for climate justice: listening to First Peoples wisdom.” The resolution established a steering group that amongst other things, is tasked with sharing stories, expertise and learnings on effective strategies and resources to reduce emissions, prioritising the wisdom of First Peoples.

Towards Net Zero: Good News Stories is the culmination of this work.

Over the next couple months, weekly stories from across the national Uniting Church will highlight possibilities and achievements in moving towards a sustainable future. From local congregations to Indigenous theologians, agencies and Synods, the series is a way to draw the whole Church together as we lead up to the 17th Assembly where the steering group will bring a follow up report on its work this past triennium.

Weekly stories will appear below.











Towards Net Zero: Good News Stories


Towards Net ZeroTowards Net Zero Good News Stories: Week 1
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In 2022, the 16th Assembly resolved “A call to action for climate justice: listening to First Peoples wisdom.” The resolution established a steering group that amongst other things, is tasked with sharing stories, expertise and learnings on effective strategies and resources to reduce emissions, prioritising the wisdom of First Peoples.

Towards Net Zero: Good News Stories is the culmination of this work. Over the next couple months, weekly good news stories from across the national Uniting Church will highlight possibilities and achievements in moving towards a sustainable future.

In week 1 of this new series, we listen to the wisdom of First Nations leader Rev Tim Matton-Johnson in a Zoom conversation with Assembly Policy and Advocacy Officer Raul Sugunananthan.











Indigenous wisdom: Rev Tim Matton-Johnson





download the transcript
Towards Net ZeroTowards Net Zero Good News Stories: Week 1
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This is my Uniting Church

Nightcliff Uniting Church, Darwin
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In this new regular series we're excited to be telling some stories of our local congregations and communities of faith - the beating heart of the Uniting Church!  Find our growing hub of stories here.

 

This week we're heading to the Northern Synod, to Nightcliff Uniting Church which worships on Larrakia Country in Darwin. Rev Felicity Amery shares how her community values the ancient practices of discernment, hospitality and connectivity, through the peaks and troughs of ministry, community life and working for justice.
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"We are a church community that acknowledges and accepts change as we encounter the sacred."
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Share a little bit about your church community.

Nightcliff Uniting Church (NUC) seeks to be a community of God. Its values are informed by the Jesus story and nurtured by the Holy Spirit. We desire to be a faith community that values diversity, the gifts of all people and is open to different understandings of faith and mission. The ancient practices of discernment, sustainability, spaciousness, connectivity and hospitality, guide our communal life.

The NUC Community began on the land of the Larrakia people in 1963. It welcomed and supported many from the Croker Island stolen generation community.

Jesus’ vision of mercy, grace and community saw the church committed to the land rights movement in the 70’s, the peace and disarmament campaigns of the 80’s, the Reconciliation movement in the 90’s and the environmental, Refugee and Treaty campaigns of this new century.

It said YES to a Voice, for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to be recognised in the constitution through a voice to parliament.                           

A weekly intergenerational worship service, reflecting on the wisdom and compassion of Christ, happens on Sunday at 10am and through an ecumenical Taizé worship service on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 

We are indebted to the many people, family and friends of NUC, who have in faith, over many years, nurtured and grown this church community.

What are some of the things happening there that are really exciting for people?

Our worshipping community is intergenerational, participatory, creative and inclusive, reflecting a diversity of expressions of faith and theological perspectives.

Op Shop – operated by a large team of volunteers with a strong sense of belonging, to recycle and upcycle clothes & other goods & reduce landfill.

Frillys Fair Trade Café – serving coffee (and tea) with homemade cakes for a donation. This quintessentially Darwin setting (outside in the garden, in the shade and taking in the breeze under the fans) invites people to come to find and build community.

Mulch Pit Community Garden – built on permaculture principles, using working bees, sign boards and garden to plate activities, provides information on sustainable models of gardening in the top end.

What energises the faith of this community?

Sustainability - We are a church community that recognises the abundance of God’s creation, and lives with the understanding that there is enough for all.

Discernment - We are a church community that acknowledges and accepts change as we encounter the sacred.

Hospitality - We are a church community that makes a place at the table for all who come to seek and celebrate.

Connectivity - We are a church community that invites all to explore the journey of God’s grace in Christ with integrity and openness.

Spaciousness - We are a church community that works for peace, justice and freedom for all.

Where do you see God at work at the moment?

NUC Team Leadership – a permission giving model of governance that maximises the opportunity for everyone to be involved, through a series of Teams, to action the complex needs of the community, enabling people to be nurtured and to thrive.

Youth Group Bible Study – activity-based Bible study for kids culminating in the group leading worship - 2023 Palm Sunday Service and Jesus Ministry in the Garden and 2024 Pentecost Sunday and planning annual Church Camp.

We have a labyrinth in our front garden. People come at different times of the day to pause, sit, listen to the birds and watch our resident family of frill necked lizards, meditate, pray and walk the labyrinth.

Our emerging relationship with the Driana Preschool in Luganville Santo in Vanuatu.

A sister relationship with Northern Regional Council of Congress (NRCC) Congregations of Ramingining and Milingimbi in central Arnhem land.

Each year we hand print Tea Towels to fundraise for our ‘Paying the Rent’ project. A symbolic payment, which increases with CPI, is paid to Larrakia Nation as our acknowledgement that we live, worship and play on land stolen from them.  We make a similar annual payment to the NRCC to acknowledge the suffering and impact of colonisation, on all First Nations People.

Late in 2023 we celebrated the 60th anniversary of NUC - On 24th August 1963 this church was opened and dedicated by Rev. Henry T Wells, the president of the Congregational Union of Australia. There had been considerable curiosity in the community as the unconventional design of the Church Centre (as it was called) did not look like ‘a church’. The architect’s decision to change the floor from white cement to black using a bucket of black polish, applied by hand by a team of women, some of whom where pregnant at the time, added further intrigue. In 1967 the building was extended, changing its external appearance. However, in 1974 it was destroyed by Cyclone Tracey, but rebuilt and re-opened on 25th June 1977 by the Rev Douglas McKenzie, Chairman for the Presbytery of Arafura of the Uniting Church in Australia.

Are there any challenges you're facing there?

Finding low-cost outlets for the increasing amount of second hand goods delivered to the Op Shop, in order to reduce the amount of goods going into landfill.

Developing life giving ways to action the UCA covenant with UAICC and support our Indigenous brothers and sisters – particularly at Milingimbi and Ramingining who face chronic housing shortages, poor health and obscenely high prices for food and house hold goods (freight costs often make it prohibitive for the church community to provide support).

Darwin continues to be a very mobile community, and while some members of our church community have been supporting the life and witness of this congregation for a long time, a significant number of families and young adults leave each year. 

What can the rest of the Church pray for there?

The significant number of families in the congregation dealing with issues of grief and loss and managing challenges with mental health.

Our deep sense of sadness following the outcome of the referendum in 2023.

That we might continue to find ways to speak into our community and hold open the many points of entry that make it possible for people to feel welcome and develop a sense of belonging.
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                    More than 100 religious leaders call for permanent ceasefire in Gaza

Signatories include UCA President Rev Sharon Hollis, UCA Moderators and several other senior UCA leaders
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Uniting Church President Rev Sharon Hollis, three Uniting Church Moderators and several other senior Uniting Church leaders are among 106 signatories to an Open Letter calling for a permanent ceasefire in Gaza.

Signed by religious leaders across the country, the letter urges parliamentarians to advocate for an end to military support for all parties involved in the war, the immediate and secure flow of aid into Gaza, and return of hostages and political prisoners held by Hamas and Israel.

 “The war is inflicting immense pain and suffering to Israeli and Palestinian communities across the globe, including Australia,” said Rev Hollis.

“It’s vital that our politicians show courage and wisdom by uniting to calm community tensions and call for a permanent end to the horror unfolding in Gaza.”

Moderators Rev David Fotheringham (Vic/Tas), Rev Bruce Moore (Qld) and Rev Peter Morel (SA) also signed onto the letter.

“The scale of death and destruction in Gaza is horrifying and unacceptable,” said Archbishop Geoffrey Smith, Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia.

“We acknowledge the painful history of dispossession and violence faced by both Israelis and Palestinians leading to this and prior wars. 

“But this must not be used to justify the deaths of more than 32,000 civilians – over a third of them children.”

Other UCA signatories include UnitingWorld National Director Dr Sureka Goringe, UnitingCare Australia Board Chair Geoff Batkin, and heads of Uniting Church theological colleges Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski, Rev Dr Robyn Whitaker and Rev Dr Sean Winter.

Read the Media Release from Micah Australia. 

This group of Christian leaders has also created a video, calling upon the wider Australian community to invest in peace. Watch it below, download and share on your social media.











Subscribe to our newsletter

If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.







read the open letter
Watch the video





Further Reading

	More than 100 religious leaders call for immediate ceasefire - 29 March 2024
	Uniting Church holds fresh concerns for Gaza and Rafah - 14 February 2024
	Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimages - 31 January 2024
	Uniting Church echoes WCC call for immediate ceasefire - 15 November 2023
	NCCA Statement on Hamas-Israel conflict on behalf of member churches - 24 October 2023
	Read the call for peace and call to prayer from President Rev Sharon Hollis - 11 October 2023
	Read news and statements from the World Council of Churches
	Read news and statements from the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem
	A prayer for peace shared by the NCCA, 10 October
	Donate to the Act for Peace appeal in support of health clinics run by the Near East Council of Churches in Gaza


















                

            
                    
                
                    Breaking bread, forging friendships

Rebecca Beisler shares the experience of attending an Iftar meal at the home of a Muslim family on Easter Sunday
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By Rebecca Beisler

On Easter Day I attended an Iftar meal at the home of a Muslim family, a significant gesture of hospitality and friendship which enriched my experience and understanding of the risen Christ. 









"In the Uniting Church, we are committed to this because we believe that in engaging with other faiths, our understanding of God is enlarged."
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From Maundy Thursday, I had spent the Easter Triduum with my Christian community, celebrating the death and resurrection of Jesus. We recalled the infinite love and sacrifice of Jesus and his triumph over darkness and death. On Easter night I had the privilege of being present in the sacred moment of another religious tradition. During the month of Ramadan, the Muslim community is called to a time of prayer, charity and fasting. Like Christians during Lent, it is a holy time focused on growing closer to God. For many Muslim people, this fasting includes abstaining from food and water between sunrise and sunset for around 30 days. The Iftar meal is a ritual which breaks the fast each night of Ramadan.

With the company of my daughter Tilly, aged 7, we travelled 1.5 hours to the home of Namik and Mujgan Berber in Western Sydney. We were joined by two other guests from the Uniting Church, Raúl and Mikali, and Muslim guests Derya, Yasmine, Matt, Jeff and Helen.

The nerves of knocking on a stranger’s door were quickly swept aside with the warm welcome we received. After a short time of introductions, we were invited to sit around the table together. As the sun set, the time of fasting was broken with dates and water. In the sharing of food, we relaxed, and conversation flowed.

Mujgan, Community Engagement Manager at Amity College, had spent much of her free time over the weekend preparing for the meal. We were treated to delicious Turkish fare, three courses, countless dishes. Like the welcome and hospitality, the food was abundant.

During the meal, the discussion turned to the practice of Ramadan and what it meant for the Muslim hosts and guests. We heard them speak about how it was a “reset”, both for their bodies and spirit. We were reminded about the scientific benefits of fasting, they shared about the discipline it required, the significance of denying one’s ego, how it reminded them that many go without simply because they cannot afford food to eat. We spoke about similarities with the Christian practice of fasting. This Lent I tried to eat less chocolate. For me, the practice of Ramadan has always required a much deeper commitment than my own. I find its selflessness inspiring.  

After an enormous amount of food, we retreated to a sitting room. Over Turkish coffee, tea and sweets, we had the opportunity one-by-one to go around the room and share our story. This was such a special time in the evening – an opportunity to listen and share, to learn, to laugh and make connections. We heard about experiences of coming to Australia, being treated as outsiders, building a career, starting a family, meeting a future wife on a trip to Gallipoli, learning about and converting to Islam, being grateful for the safety and freedom we share. Some experiences we shared in common, others were new. What struck me most was how each person’s story was valued.

As the evening drew to a close, I felt it had only just began. My daughter spoke to me the next day about how she had felt at home. It felt like we had shared the evening with friends.

The invitation from my hosts was borne out of a desire to build greater understanding across religious divides. They opened up their home so that guests of different religious and cultural backgrounds could learn first-hand about their faith and culture. In a world of conflict, racism and xenophobia, where religion is used as a weapon to divide, surely a greater level of understanding and trust is vital to shaping a more peaceful world.  

That is why such invitations to encounter the other are so important. We all came away with a greater understanding of one another, but even more so, we were reminded of the humanity we share.

The home Iftar program is organised by the Affinity Intercultural Foundation. Each year, they invite around 150 guests to share the Iftar meal with Muslim hosts who generously open up their homes throughout the month of Ramadan. Affinity does this alongside a number of other larger Iftar events focused on the promotion of harmony and social cohesion. Similar programs operate in different parts of the country. This year Uniting Church President Rev Sharon Hollis was a guest of a Muslim family in Melbourne.

Tonight the NSW/ACT Synod will co-host with Affinity the Building Harmony Iftar Dinner at Blacktown Uniting Church. This is one of several Iftar dinners being hosted by Uniting Church communities across the country.

In the Uniting Church, we are committed to this because we believe that in engaging with other faiths, our understanding of God is enlarged. One of the Uniting Church’s theological affirmations about interfaith relationships is that as Christian’s we are called to love the neighbour who is different, inspired by the indiscriminate love of Christ. Further, that God delights in our diversity, and seeks unity. “The unity God intends for humanity does not destroy difference, but weaves difference into a single human mat.”[bookmark: _ftnref1][1]

Deep down, as people of faith, we all seek more love, peace, and kindness in the world. My experience of engaging with other faiths is that we are led to the revelation time and again that God’s Spirit is present in all life.

In the sharing of the Iftar meal together, I was in no doubt that God’s spirit which rose Jesus from the dead was present and moving among us.

 

To learn more about what the Uniting Church says about relationships with other faiths, read two Assembly resources, Living with the Neighbour who is Different, received and encouraged for use by the 9th Assembly in 2000 and Friendship in the Presence of Difference Study Guide, based on the report received at the 13th Assembly in 2012.

[bookmark: _ftn1][1] https://ucaassembly.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/345
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                    Posters in support of a Ceasefire in Gaza

The Assembly has made these posters available for Uniting Church people and communities to print, display in homes and churches, and carry with them in their advocacy
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If you are planning to create big prints or banners of these images and need high resolution files please email comms@nat.uca.org.au

Portrait
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This is my Uniting Church

St Martin's Foothills, Forrestfield, WA
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In this new regular series we're excited to be telling some stories of our local congregations and communities of faith - the beating heart of the Uniting Church!  Find our growing hub of stories here.

 

This week we meet a historic community of faith in Western Australia. St Martin's Foothills Uniting Church, located in Forrestfield, was the first new congregation to form in the Uniting Church following Union. Congregation Secretary Nely Watson welcomes us into the life of the Uniting Church at the foothills of the Darling Range escarpment, where you'll find community, hope and connection.
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"We are proud to embrace the ministry of hospitality in all we that we do, as we seek to reach out to and welcome all."
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Share a little bit about your church community.

St Martin’s Forrestfield was the first new congregation formed within the Uniting Church in Australia, post union.  It was formally commissioned as a new congregation by the then Moderator of Western Australia, Sir Ronald Wilson, on Sunday 16 April 1978, to provide outreach into the Perth eastern metropolitan suburbs in the foothills of the Darling Range escarpment.

In 2005 we formed a joint clustered community with the nearby Kalamunda congregation, with a signing of a Memorandum of Agreement to become “cooperating congregations through which we share our strengths and resources and discern together what it means to be a vibrant missional church in the 21st century”. Our minister is thus shared with both congregations.

Currently, our congregation has about 40 members whose average age is around the mid-sixties.

What are some of the things happening there that are really exciting for people?

Our congregation operates a very successful op shop on the church premises, which is very well regarded in the local community. It is run entirely by an amazing group of over 40 dedicated volunteers, who come from both the congregation and the community, to generously devote their time and effort to help make a difference to the everyday lives of people.

St Martin’s Op Shop delivers a valuable service that offers low-cost commodities, bringing the wider community together and providing a friendly place for those seeking social interaction. It also supports an extensive range of other charities and organisations through the onforwarding of donated items. From the income generated we are able to financially assist a range of church and community initiatives.

We also run a weekly community drop-in centre, called Marty’s Café, where a dedicated group provide free barista coffee, morning tea and conversation to anyone wanting friendly social interaction.  Donated bread, and shared produce, is also made freely available.  Many of those who drop in are socially isolated and this has become a growing ministry.

What energises the faith of this community?

One of meaningful worship aspects for our congregation is the celebration of holy communion every week (except when lay preachers are leading), where we gather together around the table in solidarity to remember the greatest expression inspirational love for God’s people.

Our ongoing support of many organisations such as Yarning Circle (Congress), Fundacoun Lafaek Diak (FLD) Timor Leste, Frontier Services, UnitingWA, school chaplaincy and Sharing a Hills Christmas is an expression of our faith.

We are proud to embrace the ministry of hospitality in all we that we do, as we seek to reach out to and welcome all who come to our worship services and outreach activities.

Where do you see God at work at the moment?

In recent times we have participated in workshops that move us from just being a welcoming church into a culture of disciple-making.

In the day-to-day activities and interactions with our community we see the face and voice of God calling to us.

Are there any challenges you're facing there?

The demographics of our area are changing rapidly and we are struggling to align with them.  We face the challenge of planning where we will be in five years and in what form we will present to our community.

We are considering ways to increase the type of growing community ministry provided by Marty’s Café; however the availability of resources is always a challenge.

We currently have a worship service at 8.00am on a Sunday morning which proves difficult for families with children.  Providing worship that is meaningful for people of diverse backgrounds is also a challenge to us. 

What can the rest of the Church pray for there?

Pray for God’s guidance as we move into a time of change. That we may be open to the Spirit's prompting as, together with our linked congregation Kalamunda, move towards an unfolding future.  Please pray that we discover new life in the Spirit and are able to live by that discovery.
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                    Prayers for Holy Week

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday
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For the last few years the Assembly has sourced fresh prayers to mark the journey of Easter, one for each key day of Holy Week - Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.

The first two prayers for the weekend are now available: for Maundy Thursday, written by Rev Salesi Faupula, and Good Friday, written by Rev Dr Sarah Agnew.

Stay tuned as we shortly add a prayer for Holy Saturday, and follow along on our Facebook and Instagram as we share them each day.

This Easter may you know the deep and residing presence of the crucified and risen Christ, whose self-giving love knows no limits and cannot be ended even by death.









"Give us the wisdom to die with you"










Subscribe to our newsletter

If you want to get the latest news from the Uniting Church in Australia then subscribe to our weekly newsletter delivered to your inbox.











Palm Sunday


written by Mark Brisbane, Synod of Western Australia

 

God of the oppressed,

As we journey with Jesus this Palm Sunday,

entering the city with a message of peace.

Let us join the procession, the protest,

with palms raised high, symbols of hope and resistance,

of solidarity with all those who yearn for freedom.

Unite our voices with those crying out for justice,

"Hosanna" - “Save us now!”,

for we are bound together in your liberation.




Disturb us from the quiet calm of injustice,

from our need for comfort and self-assurance

for true peace is not in the absence of conflict.

Guide us on the path of justice,

help us find hope in a world made anew,

a world without fear,

where all people live in freedom, equality, and reconciliation.

In Jesus name,

Amen.

 

Maundy Thursday











written by Rev Salesi Faupula, Moderator-elect of the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania

God of the cosmos, creator, sustainer and redeemer,
in this space, we come to you in prayer.

Tonight, we remember Sisū (Jesus) gathering with his disciples outside Jerusalem,
to share in what we know now was his final meal.

We remember his humble nature,
as he washed the feet of his friends.

We remember the prophetic announcement of his betrayal, disturbing us,
because we don’t like to imagine such an act.

But these are the haunting truths that surround this night
as the atmosphere builds towards what tomorrow will bring.

‘Otua mafimafi (Eternal God), draw close to us, 
so that we may know of Your Love
which illumines our dark and trembling hearts.

And like Peter asked, wash not only our feet
but our entire lives with your Spirit.

‘Eiki lelei (Good God) we pray for the Uniting Church, the leaders, and the people,
may your ‘Will’ be manifest in our life,
so that we reflect daily a Christ-like mindedness.

‘I he huafa e tamai, ‘Alo mo e Laumalie ma’oni’oni
(In the name of God the father, Son and Holy Spirit),
Holy three, holy one. Amen.




 











Good Friday

written by Rev Dr Sarah Agnew, storyteller and minister at Christ Church, Wayville

Our Jesus,
Holy One among us,
we honour you today,
the day we tell of your dying.
You came with good news
of Holy kinship to reconcile,
to heal, and make whole,
all life, for full life, for all,
and we,
humanity,
we are afraid.

And fear – power, greed,
the legalistic need to be correct –
fear put you on a cross.

Today we tell of your dying,
and let us not forget
the ways we put you on that cross
day after day after day:
state-sanctioned assaults
on human being, dignity, freedom;
small acts of violent inaction when
Earth, women, children,
marginalised minorities,
First Nations peoples,
are being harmed.

May we not turn away
from the cross today,
nor from its echoes every day.

Our Jesus,
give us courage to mourn;
give us strength to grieve;
give us the wisdom to die with you,
dying to death, so that on
a new day
in good time
we may rise again into new life
with you.

For today, our Jesus,
Holy One among us,
we pause,
we see,
we honour you,
as we tell, as we enter,
your death.

Holy Saturday

The door is shut now,

the earth has embraced him,

and the world sighs and waits.

And we wait in night’s darkness,

lingering in our loss,

longing for the morning,

longing for the light.

For all who are waiting,

for all who long for light:

God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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